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The Geauga County Board of Commissioners met in session on November 26, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. 

in the Commissioners’ Chambers located at 470 Center Street in Chardon, Ohio.   

        

It is declared and determined that all formal actions of the Board of County Commissioners 

concerning and relating to the adoption of all resolutions that were adopted in this meeting, and 

that all deliberations of the Board of County Commissioners that resulted in such formal action 

were open to the public and were in compliance with all legal requirements, including section 

121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

             

The President of the Board, Timothy C. Lennon opened the meeting at 9:00 a.m. by leading the 

Board and audience in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

Motion: by Commissioner Dvorak, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and 

execute the minutes for the meeting of November 14, 2019. 

 

 Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Dvorak Aye 

     Commissioner Spidalieri Aye 

Commissioner Lennon Aye 

 

Motion: by Commissioner Dvorak, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and 

execute the minutes for the meeting of November 19, 2019. 

 

 Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Dvorak Aye 

     Commissioner Spidalieri Aye 

Commissioner Lennon Aye 

 

FINANCIALS 

County Administrator Gerard Morgan reported on financials from November 20, 2019,  

Resolution #19-167 that included a Supplemental Appropriation from Common Pleas in their  

Probation Services Fund Transfer Out account and a Cash transfer for the Common Pleas Court  

out of their Probation Services Fund to the General Fund to repay a cash advance from  

December 18, 2018 to the Pre-Sentence Investigation Report Fund and the Pretrial Release  

Supervision Fund to provide resources needed between now and their first draws from the State  

in 2020 and on November 25, 2019, Resolution #19-168 that included a Cash transfer for the  

Common Pleas Court to reverse transfers that were completed on November 20, 2019 under  

Resolution #19-167 but were subsequently found not to be an allowable inter-fund transfer; as  

approved by the County Administrator pursuant to Resolution #19-006 approved January 8,  

2019 to authorize the County Administrator to execute, in the case of a lack of quorum of  

Commissioners and / or if session is cancelled on a regular financial day or on a day when  

financials need to be approved, the required approvals for county financials on behalf of the  

Board during the Year 2019, as authorized by O.R.C. 305.30. 

 

MAINTENANCE – CONTRACT AGREEMENT – SMOLEN ENGINEERING, LTD 

Director Glen Vernick explained that this was to hire an engineer/ architect for the Opera  

House elevator to fast track moving forward. 

 

Motion: by Commissioner Dvorak, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and 

execute the Contract Agreement with Smolen Engineering, LTD to perform 

Professional Services MEP Opera House Elevator Upgrades for a one year 

period in an amount not to exceed $8,000.00. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Dvorak Aye  

     Commissioner Spidalieri Aye 

Commissioner Lennon Aye 

 

APPROVE FINANCIALS 

Budget and Finance Manager Adrian Gorton explained the financials for today as including an 

Appropriation transfer out of the General Fund to the Sheriff’s contract services account to 

return appropriations for refunded inmate medical costs; a Cash transfer out of the Medicaid 

Local Sales Tax Transition Fund into the General Fund; a Cash transfer into the Sewer/Water 

Debt Retirement fund for the 2019 second half debt payment for the County Water Tower and 

Plant; Travel request for Job and Family Services, Contract Purchase Orders for Maintenance 
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to Hershberger Roofing and Siding for a new roof on the Dog Warden’s Building and for Water 

Resources to Workman Industrial for the Auburn Corners / Troy Oaks upgrades and pump 

station conversion project; a Then and Now for the Planning Commission for travel related 

expenses not previously encumbered; a payment for the Commissioner’s Office to Lake Business 

Products for two new copiers for the Archives and Records Center in the amount of $9,300.96; a 

payment for Job and Family Services to TDDS Technical Institute for Workforce Investment 

CDL training in the amount of $6,779.50; a Revenue De-Certification for Common Pleas to 

reduce the amount of revenue to be received in their Drug Court fund due to only being 

operational for a portion of this year; and a Revenue Certification for 2020 for Juvenile Court in 

their Care and Custody fund for additional revenue they expect to receive next year. 

 

Motion: by Commissioner Dvorak, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and 

execute Resolution #19-169 itemizing the financials for the meeting of November 

26, 2019. 

  

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Dvorak Aye  

     Commissioner Spidalieri Aye 

Commissioner Lennon Aye 

 

COUNTY ENGINEER’S OFFICE – CHANGE ORDER #1 FINAL – INCREASE CONTRACT –  

RONYAK PAVING, INCORPORATED – RESURFACING OF CAVES ROAD 

Deputy Engineer Nick Gorris asked the Board to approve the final change order for the  

resurfacing of Caves Road which is an increase in the contract due to incidental costs.  Mr.  

Gorris answered a question from Commissioner Lennon regarding the increase which he  

explained was due to actual quantities that were used on the contract from our estimate. 

 

Motion: by Commissioner Dvorak, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and 

execute Change Order #1 and Final, increasing the Contract with Ronyak 

Paving, Incorporated for the Asphalt Resurfacing of Caves Road (CH 30, 

Sections E-F) in Chester Township in the amount of $2,989.50. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Dvorak Aye  

     Commissioner Spidalieri Aye 

Commissioner Lennon Aye 

 

COUNTY ENGINEER’S OFFICE – CHANGE ORDER #1 FINAL – DECREASE CONTRACT – 

RONYAK PAVING, INCORPORATED – RESURFACING OF CLAY STREET 

Mr. Gorris asked the Board to approve the final change order for the resurfacing of Clay Street  

which it includes a decrease in the contract. 

 

Motion: by Commissioner Dvorak, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and 

execute Change Order #1 and Final, decreasing the Contract with Ronyak 

Paving, Incorporated for the Asphalt Resurfacing of Clay Street (CH 37, Sections 

G-J) in Montville and Thompson Townships in the amount of $7,630.80. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Dvorak Aye  

     Commissioner Spidalieri Aye 

Commissioner Lennon Aye 

 

COUNTY ENGINEER’S OFFICE – CHANGE ORDER #1 FINAL – DECREASE CONTRACT –  

RONYAK PAVING, INCORPORATED – RESURFACING OF WILSON MILLS ROAD 

Mr. Gorris asked the Board to approve final change order for the resurfacing of Wilson Mills  

Road which includes a decrease in the contract. 

 

Motion: by Commissioner Dvorak, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and 

execute Change Order #1 and Final, decreasing the Contract with Ronyak 

Paving, Incorporated for the Asphalt Resurfacing of Wilson Mills Road (CH 8, 

Sections A-C) in Chester Township in the amount of $18,863.10. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Dvorak Aye  

     Commissioner Spidalieri Aye 

Commissioner Lennon Aye 
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PLANNING COMMISSION – REPLAT OF LOT 9C AND LOT 10 C – LAKE LUCERNE LAND 

COMPANY’S LAKE LUCERNE SUBDIVISION, NO. 1 – BAINBRIDGE TOWNSHIP 

Director Linda Crombie explained that this re-plat is for two sublots in Lake Lucerne in  

Bainbridge Township, noting that the lots are not conforming, the original house was torn down  

and new house was built so Bainbridge zoning is requesting the lots be combined. 

 

Motion: by Commissioner Dvorak, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and 

execute the Replat of Lot 9C and Lot 10C of the Lake Lucerne Land Company’s 

Lake Lucerne Subdivision No. 1, in Bainbridge Township. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Dvorak Aye  

     Commissioner Spidalieri Aye 

Commissioner Lennon Aye 

 

DEPARTMENT ON AGING – RESOLUTION DECLARING IT NECESSARY TO LEVY A TAX  

IN EXCESS OF THE TEN MILL LIMITATION FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE DEPARTMENT  

AND REQUEST CERTIFICATION OF THE DOLLAR AMOUNT GENERATED 

Assistant Director Kathy Petrella asked the Board to approve the resolution requesting to place  

the Levy on the Ballot.  Clerk, Christine Blair noted that this step was to request the Certificate  

of Estimated Revenue from the Auditor.  Commissioner Spidalieri asked if this was a continuous  

or five year, and it was noted that this is a five year renewal.  Mr. Spidalieri asked Ms. Petrella  

to explain what this levy is used for to which Ms. Petrella stated that it was more or less 80% of  

their budget and was used for operating.  Mr. Lennon inquired about the dollar amount, to  

which Mr. Morgan stated that he wasn’t sure of the total amount.   

 

Motion: by Commissioner Dvorak, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and 

execute Resolution #19-170 Declaring it Necessary to Levy a Tax in Excess of the 

Ten Mill Limitation for the Benefit of the Geauga County Department on Aging 

and Requesting Certification of the County Auditor of the Dollar Amount 

Generated, as Authorized by O.R.C. 5705.03, .07, .19, .191, .24, .25, and .26. 

 

Board of County Commissioners, Geauga County, Ohio 

 

Date:  November 26, 2019 

Resolution: #19-170 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 19-170 

 

A RESOLUTION DECLARING IT NECESSARY TO LEVY A TAX IN EXCESS OF THE TEN 

MILL LIMITATION FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE GEAUGA COUNTY DEPARTMENT ON 

AGING AND REQUESTING CERTIFICATION OF THE COUNTY AUDITOR 

OF THE DOLLAR AMOUNT GENERATED, AS AUTHORIZED BY 

O.R.C. §§5705.03, .07, .19, .191, .24, .25 and .26 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners of the County of Geauga, State of Ohio, met in 

regular session on the 26
th

 day of November, 2019, commencing at 9:30 o’clock a.m. at the 

Chambers of the Geauga County Board of Commissioners, 470 Center Street, Building 4, 

Chardon, Ohio, with the following members present: 

Timothy C. Lennon  Ralph Spidalieri  James W. Dvorak 

 The Clerk advised the Board of County Commissioners that the notice requirements of 

R.C. 121.22 and the implementing rules adopted by the Board thereto were complied with for the 

meeting. 

Commissioner Dvorak moved for the adoption of the following resolution: 
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 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has determined that it is necessary to 

levy a tax outside the ten-mill limitation for the necessary requirements of the Geauga County 

Department on Aging, Geauga County, Ohio, for providing or maintaining senior citizens 

services or facilities as authorized by section 307.694, 307.85, 505.70, or 505.706 or division 

(EE) of section 717.01 of the Revised Code.  R.C. 5705.19(Y). 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of the 

County of Geauga, State of Ohio, hereby certifies to the Geauga County Auditor this resolution 

requesting the County Auditor certify to the Board of County Commissioners the total current tax 

valuation of Geauga County and the dollar amount of revenue that would be generated by a 

renewal levy of One (1) Mill. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Board of County Commissioners of Geauga 

County, Ohio, two-thirds of all members elected thereto concurring, that it is necessary to levy a 

tax in excess of the ten mill limitation for the benefit of the Geauga County Department on Aging for 

the purpose of providing or maintaining senior citizens services or facilities as authorized by 

section 307.694, 307.85, 505.70 or 505.706 or division (EE) of Section 717.01 of the Ohio Revised 

Code  at a rate not exceeding One (1) mill for each One Dollar ($1) of valuation, which amounts to 

ten cents ($0.10) for each One Hundred Dollars ($100) of valuation, for a period of five (5) years 

and which levy is a renewal of an existing One (1) mill levy. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said levy shall be for a period of five (5) years and is 

a renewal of an existing tax of One (1) mill and shall be submitted to the entire territory of 

Geauga County and levied upon the entire territory of Geauga County.  Said levy is to be 

levied and placed upon the tax list of the tax year 2020 and collected in 2021 if a majority of 

the electors voting thereon vote in favor thereof at the primary election on March 17, 2020. 

Commissioner Spidalieri seconded the motion. 

 Upon roll call on the adoption of the resolution, the vote was as follows: 

 

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Dvorak Aye  

     Commissioner Spidalieri Aye 

Commissioner Lennon Aye 

 

DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT (COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC) – NOTICE OF AWARD  

– BURTON SCOT CONTRACTORS, LLC – DDC CLINIC PARKING LOT IMPROVEMENTS –  

GRANT #B-F-17-1AZ-1 

Program Administrator Jessica Kaluga explained that we are finally awarding the DDC Clinic  

paving project.  Ms. Kaluga noted that they received 4 proposals and chose Burton Scot  

Contractors, as they were the second lowest bid.  Ms. Kaluga noted that the lowest bid submitted  

did not include all pieces of the specifications and was not an equal proposal.  The State has  

agreed to extend the project through next year due to timing and weather.   
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Motion: by Commissioner Dvorak, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and 

authorize the President of the Board to execute the Notice of Award to Burton 

Scot Contractors, LLC for the DDC Clinic Parking Lot Improvements, under 

Grant #B-F-17-1AZ-1 in the amount of $35,850.00, as they represented the lowest 

and best proposal. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Dvorak Aye  

     Commissioner Spidalieri Aye 

Commissioner Lennon Aye 

 

MAINTENANCE – CONTRACT AGREEMENT – NELSKI INCORPORATED D.B.A. PAUL  

DAVIS CLEVELAND METRO – COURT HOUSE OFFICE 

Mr. Vernick asked the Board to execute the agreement with Nelski Incorporated d.b.a. Paul  

Davis Cleveland Metro to remove the wallpaper in the Judge’s chambers, and since they don’t  

know how long it has been in place they anticipate possible repairs.  Mr. Vernick noted that Cy- 

Pres funds are being used. 

 

Motion: by Commissioner Dvorak, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and 

execute the Contract Agreement with Nelski Incorporated D.B.A. Paul Davis 

Cleveland Metro to Remove and Replace Wallpaper in Geauga County Court 

House Office for a one year period in an amount not to exceed $8,000.00. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Dvorak Aye  

     Commissioner Spidalieri Aye 

Commissioner Lennon Aye 

 

MAINTENANCE – APPROVE HIRING SEASONAL HELP (#0101) GENESIS FOLTZ, 

CHRISTIAN ROSE AND NICHOLAS TILK 

Mr. Vernick asked the Board to approve hiring Seasonal Help, noting that these are college  

students that will be working during their Christmas break. 

 

Motion: by Commissioner Dvorak, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve 

hiring Genesis Foltz to the position of Seasonal Help (#0101) at the rate of 

$10.00 per hour to be effective December 15, 2019 through April 30, 2020 for up 

to thirteen weeks, not to exceed a combined total of 960 hours worked. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Dvorak Aye  

     Commissioner Spidalieri Aye 

Commissioner Lennon Aye 

 

Motion: by Commissioner Dvorak, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve 

hiring Christian Rose to the position of Seasonal Help (#0101) at the rate of 

$10.00 per hour to be effective December 15, 2019 through April 30, 2020 for up 

to thirteen weeks, not to exceed a combined total of 960 hours worked. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Dvorak Aye  

     Commissioner Spidalieri Aye 

Commissioner Lennon Aye 

 

Motion: by Commissioner Dvorak, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve 

hiring Nicholas Tilk to the position of Seasonal Help (#0101) to be effective 

December 15, 2019 through April 30, 2020 for up to thirteen weeks (maximum of 

520 hours) at the rate of $10.00 per hour. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Dvorak Aye  

     Commissioner Spidalieri Aye 

Commissioner Lennon Aye 

 

COMMISSIONERS’ OFFICE – REVISED ACCOUNTING FORMS AUTHORIZATION FORM  

AND PAYROLL AUTHORIZATION FORMS - TRANSIT 

Mr. Morgan explained that this just updates the Accounting and Payroll forms for Transit with  

Ms. Santilli and Mr. Bidlack. 
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Motion: by Commissioner Dvorak, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to approve and 

authorize the President of the Board to execute the revised Accounting Forms 

Authorization Form and Payroll Authorization Form for the Transit Department. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Dvorak Aye  

     Commissioner Spidalieri Aye 

Commissioner Lennon Aye 

 

COMMISSIONERS’ OFFICE - CORSA 

Mr. Morgan noted that CORSA is holding a meeting on Wednesday during the CCAO Winter  

Conference and we need to designate the representative and alternate. 

 

Motion: by Commissioner Lennon, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to designate the 

voting representative and alternate for the upcoming CORSA meeting on 

December 4, 2019. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Dvorak Aye  

     Commissioner Spidalieri Aye 

Commissioner Lennon Aye 

 

BOARD APPOINTMENTS 

There was a brief discussion about upcoming Board appointments, including the Planning  

Commission, which will be placed on the agenda for next week.  Mr. Morgan inquired about a  

work session on December 31
st
 to go over the organizational meeting for January 7

th
. 

  

DEPARTMENT ON AGING LEVY 

Mr. Lennon circled back to the Aging levy and inquired if this was their only levy and if after five  

years they look at necessity and see if there are areas where they can reduce costs.  Mr. Morgan  

noted that they did an evaluation because they weren’t sure if they were going to do a renewal or  

look at a replacement.  Ms. Petrella noted that Ms. Boalt provided a statement, though they had  

an increase in service provision, they are confident in finding additional resources to move  

forward with a renewal levy.  Ms. Petrella added that they have been reviewing fees, to which  

Mr. Morgan added that they are asking those seniors that can afford to pay for some of the  

services do so that others that don’t have that ability can still receive services.  Mr. Morgan  

noted that they are looking at the West Geauga senior center and whether continuing to rent is  

the best option.  Mr. Spidalieri added that paying rent versus paying ourselves is something we  

really need to look at.  Commissioner Dvorak added that more people are utilizing services as  

they are living longer. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

a) A weekly report filed by the County Dog Warden of all dogs seized, impounded, 

redeemed or destroyed for the week ending November 13, 2019 as required by O.R.C. 

955.12. 

 

b) A monthly report filed by the Geauga County Sheriff’s Office of an account of expenses 

for the inmate meals for the month ending October 2019. 

 

OTHER 

The Board reviewed upcoming events. 

 

MEETINGS 

Tue., 11/26 Investment Advisory Board, 8:45 a.m., Chambers 

 

Tue., 11/26 The Commissioners will hold a Public Viewing in Parkman Township at 11:30  

  a.m. regarding the proposed Petition to Vacate the Public Right of Way upon a  

  portion of Doty Road 

 

Tue., 11/26 Geauga Trumbull Solid Waste Management District meeting, 1:00 p.m. Warren,   

  District Office 

 

Thu., 11/28 County Offices will be closed for general business in observance of  

  Thanksgiving Day.  Twenty-four hour operations will continue to operate as  

  normal. 
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Fri., 11/29 County offices under the hiring authority of the Board of Commissioners will  

  be closed for general business.  Twenty-four hour operations will continue to  

  operate as usual. 
 

Tue., 12/3 The Commissioners will hold regular session at 9:00 a.m. with a Public Hearing  

  at 9:30 a.m. regarding the proposed Petition to Vacate the Public Right of Way  

  upon a portion of Doty Road in Parkman Township 

 

  12/4- 12/6 CCAO Winter Conference, Columbus 

 

Tue., 12/10 Planning Commission meeting at 7:30 a.m. in the Planning Commission meeting  

  room, Bldg. #1C, 470 Center Street, Chardon 

 

Tue., 12/10 The Commissioners will hold regular session at 9:30 a.m. with a Public Hearing  

  at 10:00 a.m. for the proposed Petition for Annexation of the Demko property into  

  the Village of Burton 

 

Wed., 12/11 NOC COG meeting, 10:00 a.m. Chardon Office 

 

Fri., 12/13 NOACA Board of Directors, 9:00 a.m. Cleveland 

 

Tue., 12/17  The Commissioners will hold regular session at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Tues., 12/24 County offices under the hiring authority of the Board of Commissioners will  

  be closing at Noon for general business.  Twenty-four hour operations will  

  continue to operate as usual. 
   

Wed., 12/25  County Offices will be closed for general business in observance of Christmas.   

  Twenty-four hour operations will continue to operate as normal. 

 

RECESS 

The Board moved to recess at 9:30 a.m. and will reconvene at 11:30 a.m. in Parkman Township  

for the Public Viewing of the Proposal to Vacate the Public Right of Way upon a Portion of Doty  

Road. 

 

PUBLIC VIEWING 

The Board reconvened at 11:34 a.m. in Parkman Township on Doty Road. 

 

Motion: by Commissioner Dvorak, seconded by Commissioner Spidalieri to waive the 

reading of the legal notice. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Commissioner Dvorak Aye  

     Commissioner Spidalieri Aye 

Commissioner Lennon Aye 

 

The Public Viewing was opened at 11:34 a.m. with the following people in attendance,  

Commissioner Lennon, Commissioner Spidalieri, Commissioner Dvorak, County Administrator  

Gerard Morgan, Clerk Christine Blair, Parkman Township Trustee Dennis Ikeler, Abutting Land  

owner Rick Gates, and Andrew Haupt, Nicholas Goodrich and Keith Delfs from the County  

Engineer’ Office. 

 

Mr. Haupt explained that this was to fulfill the Public Viewing of the request of Parkman  

Trustees to vacate the public right of way upon a portion of Doty Road.  Kyle Wagamon,  

abutting property owner submitted a letter of support because he could not be here today.  Mr.  

Haupt explained that they marked the three pins marked on a preliminary plat.  Mr. Haupt asked  

the Board to walk to the pins, noting that the previous action set the three pins of the original un- 

named, non-numbered portion that was vacated.  Mr. Haupt pointed out the lot lines, explaining  

the pins, showing that this action will give Mr. Wagamon sixty feet, and a turnaround will be  

worked out with Mr. Gates and the Trustees.  The action being requested is to vacate the public  

right of way of the highway easement over the property of Mr. Wagamon and Mr. Gates.  Mr.  

Dvorak inquired about if the Parkman Trustees would be putting in a T-turn or cul de sac?  Mr.  

Haupt stated that they are not required but have shown sketches to them that would allow for  

plows and firetrucks.  The spot they were standing in defines the limits of the area.  The road was  
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originally dedicated and went all the way to 422, and this un-named non-numbered road went to  

a mill on Mr. Gates property, Mr. Delfs stated that you can follow the farm path.  Mr. Haupt  

showed Mr. Lennon the sections dedicated and when they were vacated on the plat.  Finding the  

evidence in the fields is huge, they are vintage.  Mr. Delfs stated that the original post could be  

there but they have enough monumentation, the original remnants could be there or rotted away.   

There are fences that are actual physical evidence that backs up the call of the original  

monument.  Mr. Haupt stated that while there were no houses here, the posts that were here were  

property markers and everyone knew what belonged to who. 

 

There was a brief discussion about the bridge on Nelson Road and its condition.  Mr. Morgan  

noted that it was done prior to the 2006 when the sewer was put in.  Mr. Goodrich explained that  

the pins are as tight as they can set them from the evidence they have. 

 

Being no further comments or questions, the Public Viewing was closed at 11:46 a.m. 

 

BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE BOARD 

 

Motion: by Commissioner Lennon to adjourn the meeting at 11:46 a.m. 

 

 

Geauga County Board of Commissioners 

   

 

       

Timothy C. Lennon  
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